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“I can’t live without chocolate!” 

22,7 % of the world population live in extreme poverty

This poster reflects the disparity, the gap between roughly spoken “the north” and “the south”. It was created by a college student for a competition held by the German government. This gap is the focus of sustainability in terms of a future oriented development aiming at …”one world”.

This is not easy to achieve, not in a week at least, but every one of us can help in getting ahead – this is why I called the teaching unit ….. “chances for one world”. ( Folie 2
Folie 2
Chances for one world

A teaching unit 

for geography class 8 

I will present a teaching unit that I carried out with a geography class of 8th graders in a German “Gymnasium” which corresponds to the British grammar school. The class has 23 students who are 13 or 14 years old. In this class, there are only 9 boys. Geography is taught twice a week, 45 minutes each. 

Folie 3

Preliminary ideas

Central questions

· Deficits in sustainability?

· Promotion of sustainability?

During the teaching unit, there were 2 central questions I had in mind: 

Where are the deficits in sustainability and how can sustainability be promoted?  

Another aspect was the level of abstract thinking I could expect from 8th graders, since teenagers at their age are very open to topics like social injustice or environmental pollution, but the theory of sustainability itself contains very abstract and theoretical aspects which the students might neither comprehend nor be interested in.
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Aims in the learning process for students:

· to develop awareness of global problem

· to realize chances for a global partnership

· to realize student‘s own scope of action

Therefore, I decided upon the following aims in the learning process of the class:

· They should develop an awareness of the global problems being dealt with,

· realize chances for a global partnership in the sense of sustainability,

· and most importantly, realize their own scope of action.
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Teaching "sustainability"

1. The world 

population

In the following, I will present how the teaching unit was carried out in the various class periods during a period of approximately 9 weeks:

I think one of the most impressive homepages in the internet for geography is the “world population clock” that counts the people living on earth at that very moment and is updated every 30 seconds. Luckily, we have internet access and beamer in the geography room. So the “world population clock” gave the students an idea of how urgent the problem of overpopulation is. As expected, however, students objected by saying that Germany’s population is decreasing, which raised the question of where overpopulation must actually be of concern.
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“The earth at night”
This satellite image shows very clearly how the earth population spreads out, and students interpreted what the clusters of lights mean: 

Large parts of our planet are in the dark. On the other hand, the centers of Europe, America and Asia are brightly illuminated – symbolizing a high quality of life, but at the same time a high amount of energy used and carbon dioxide emitted.
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"If the world was a village…"

What we also looked at was the calculation of „if the world was a village of 1001 people“:

Namely:
… 95 would be Europeans,

… 584 would be Asians,
and for example:

… 640 wouldn’t be able to read,

…330 wouldn’t have access to fresh water.

This calculation took the very abstract number of the world population clock down to a more imaginable scale.
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Megacities

Where do they grow fast?

Why do they grow at all?

( Pushing and pulling factors

Again using various sources of the internet, for example the homepage of the “German foundation for world population”, that also offers the world population clock, the class dealt with megacities: 

They looked at questions like “Where do these cities grow so fast?” and “Why do they grow at all?” – the inevitable topic then was “pushing and pulling factors”.

(http://www.weltbevoelkerung.de/index.shtml)
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3. Street children

What is luxury?

What are basic needs?

The central question was then “What is luxury for you?” and “What is it for other young people in the world?” 
This year, our school started a partnership project with a local society that supports a street children’s house in Managua, Nicaragua. This was a welcome occasion for me to draw back on, since it was a project the school had decided to support and identified with, apart from the fact that the street children are more or less of their age.

With this picture, the topic “street children” was introduced: It’s a poster of a campaign; its title is “only the moon is watching”. Every student got a copy of it and had to think of what the kid might be dreaming of at the moment.
Very soon the students themselves were able to develop the idea of “basic needs” for a humane way of life. 

But, as they had seen, if there are persons of their age in the world living on the street, why are there street children at all? Why is it that in city slums, children and teenagers run away from their poor families, preferring a life in danger and desperation to that with their parents?
"Wovon träumt das Kind?"

... der Mond schaut zu (Markus Gröpl und Christoph Lorch)

Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung (BMZ)

German ministry for economic cooperation and development, poster competition for students of universities
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4. Human development index

ArcExplorer

(Geographical

Information System)

In order to deepen the topic of basic needs, the students got to know the “human development index” by which they were able compare the situations in various countries or continents. 

Beforehand, however, they had to become familiar with a computer program called “ArcExplorer”, developed by the Swiss-German software company Esri. 
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Working with ArcExplorer 

· What is the HDI?

· How do we live, how do others live?

With this computer program, they learnt how to draw maps, change the legend according to the desired shape or do research on life expectancy in certain countries.

After these class periods during which they worked with ArcExplorer, they had a very good idea of the HDI and had compared continents concerning life expectancy, alphabetization and per capita income.
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5. Children's 
conference

The next step was to concentrate the problems dealt with by a children’s conference. In groups, the students prepared demands they wanted to make as street children to a group of important representatives:

Politicians, NGOs and aid workers

The results were as expected: They claimed the rights for human dignity: the fundamental rights for health and food, education, shelter, and work.
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6. Global partner-"ship"

(cartoon alle in einem Boot)
This cartoon was intended to introduce the motive of global partnership. 

This comic shows a black and a white in a boat, alluding at the German saying “We’re all sitting in one boat”.
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6. The triangle of sustainability

Coming from the idea of a conference where people get together in order to develop ideas and establish goals, the class now learnt about the triangle of sustainability.
I gave them a short presentation on “the triangle of sustainability”, which, as I explained, was also established on conferences in Johannesburg and Rio de Janeiro. While listening, the class filled out this scheme on a worksheet.

The text I used together with the cartoon shown before was supposed to reflect how the social, the economic and the ecological dimensions intermingle. Admittedly, this was the most difficult part of the teaching unit because of its highly theoretical level.
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7. Concrete examples 
Group projects:

· Coffee / cocoa

· clothing

· orange fruit
Tasks: 

Presentation of conventional trade and fair trade

Evaluation of its respective "sustainability"

Once the class had become aware of the gap between their lives and those of street children and developed a theoretical idea of the interaction between the social, economic and ecological dimensions, they could start with concrete projects: KLICK
I chose 3 products to be dealt with:

· Coffee / cocoa

· clothing

· orange fruit
KLICK
The class divided up into 3 groups, of which every one split up again to prepare a presentation about conventional trade and about fair trade of that respective product. 
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3x Fotos GA
While working with the materials I had given out, the groups came up with a new name for the conventional trading: they called it “unfair trade”, after they had read about the working conditions of plantation workers or seamstresses or the hopeless expectations for the future of small coffee farmers.
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8. Group presentations

Apart from presenting the way of conventional or fair trade for cocoa, coffee, oranges or clothing, students were to evaluate the degree of sustainability. In addition, they worked out the “missing link” between conventional trade, slums in the cities and street children: 
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Fotos Vortrag
As a student put it: “The farmer can’t sell his coffee beans at a decent price, takes his family and goes to the city, what they find is worse than their lives before, and the kids can’t bear this any longer and run off.”
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9. Panel Discussion: How can we act together, responsibly and in a forward looking way?

Role play:

· cotton farmer, father of 6 children

· group of former street children

· German state aid workers

· representatives of the regional government

· representatives of the firm that exports clothing to Germany 

The reason why I decided to summarize the topic in a role play was that first the students applied their knowledge in a students’ centered way, secondly that it brought theory back to a practical level that also took us back to the central theme “street children”, whom they had already represented before in the children’s conference. So all the different persons, the cotton farmer, the former street children, aid workers, representatives of the regional government and of the firm that exports clothing to Germany got together and held a panel discussion on the question: How can we act together, responsibly and in a forward looking way? 

Furthermore, the panel discussion should reflect the idea of global partnership in fair trade, in which every party has its voice. 

Folie 21
10. Evaluation

· What are the chances of sustainable development?

· Where are its limits?

· What can WE do? What do WE want to do?

In the very last class period, the students reflected upon the chances of sustainable development. Most importantly, they discussed the extent to which they as European teenagers could support fair trade as consumers now and in the near future.
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2 Fotos “Vorher/nacher-Frau“
As a conclusion, I would characterize the unit as successful. For the students, of course it was exceptional because of the concentration of teaching methods uncommon in every day school life, such as the quite complex computer software, the internet or group presentations. 

But most importantly, the students showed great interest in the topic. I could tell by the quality of their participation in class as well as by the long presentations they gave: They were told to hold speeches of 5 to 10 minutes at the most for each group. In the end, some groups took almost 20 minutes because the groups couldn’t decide on which interesting facts to leave out.

It was not my goal to teach global trade or pricing of goods in every detail. However, the class got a very good impression of that what we wear, eat and drink has a history behind. They became aware, that it affects us: we are responsible, and we depend on it.
