Kerstin Bräuer

Teaching unit on the topic of sustainability and sustainable development for the upper secondary level 

Case study - Leipzig: Change and sustainability /sustainable development in Leipzig and its surrounding countryside 
The place in the Saxon geography syllabus: 

· Basic course 12 – optional part 3 (one of them has to be chosen) “Sustainable urban  development”

Time frame:
· 4 lessons

Aims:

( Knowledge about structures and processes in a specific area

The students:

· deepen their knowledge about sustainability/sustainable development by examining the city and regional development of Leipzig and its surrounding area.

· realise sustainability /sustainable development as important guiding principles of the city and regional planning.

· describe the close interlockings of economic, ecological and social affairs using the “triangle of sustainability”.

( Competence of action in a specific area

Dealing with the change of Leipzig and its surrounding countryside the students:

· learn to evaluate the consequences of certain measures of city and regional planning.

· can assess claims of use in the sense of sustainability/sustainable development.

· can understand that different interests clash with each other during the realisation of certain concepts and grasp the necessity of making compromises. 

· understand the importance and responsibility of the human being for a forward-looking city development and the necessity to play one’s part in decision-making processes on urban development measures and to act with personal responsibility in a sustainable way.

( Geographical ways of thinking and working

The students:

· complete their knowledge concerning the independent analysis of a specific area and their “system thinking”.

· use their abilities and skills in dealing with modern techniques of information and communication in order to find and use geographically relevant determinedly.

· are able to find adequate methods of presentation independently.

( Ability to communicate

Dealing with a special form of group work (SOL) the students:

· improve their team spirit.

· know the terms sustainability/sustainable development and are able to classify and to use them precisely in different geographical contexts.

Methodical realisation 
· group work (“Self Organised Learning”)

· work in basic and expert groups

· different tasks for expert groups (1. economy, 2. ecology, 3. society, 4. big sports events)

· final discussion

· utilisation of the provided materials and using other sources (e.g. Internet)

Timetable, methods and content

	Lesson
	occupation of the students

	1
	· formation of basic and expert groups

· beginning of the phase of providing  and editing information for multiplication

	2
	· continuation of phase of providing and editing information for multiplication

· preparing handouts for the members of basic groups

	3
	· dissolving the teams of experts and returning into the basic groups

· phase of changing their information

	4
	· final discussion – judgement/critical analysis of the examples chosen for the examination of the subject 

· assessment of the work on a certain teaching unit

· invitation of  competent discussion partner from the city planning office
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