Obituary: Dr. Thilo Graf Brockdorff
Count Brockdorff was born in 1934 and died in Bonn in December of 2005.

During the 'German Year in Japan 2005-2006,' Count Brockdorff was the NGO coordinator for several larger projects – there within the 'German-Japanese Cooperation: DESD-Project.'
To clarify the emergence of this project, I have to refer to an intensive period of cooperation during which we shared a common interest in clarifying Germany's view of Japan's initiative for an UN-sponsored Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. After the initiative has been accepted by the United Nations and UNECSO had been chosen as the Task Manager, we settled on an idea: to combine both in one project – the Decade and 'The German Year in Japan.’ 
Count Brockdorff asked me to lead this project. We felt a deep sympathy for each other because we were convinced that it would be worthwhile to do a project that might be regarded as an important step toward mutual understanding between Germany and Japan, a project directed towards empowerment of the youth in both countries, enabling them to accept more responsibility and to strive for a sustainable future. 

We cooperated intensively and communicated continuously up until the month of his death. 

He was enthusiastic about the project and was glad that we had found such a prominent counterpart in Prof. Shuichi Nakayama, who had organized a German-Japanese conference in Japan, funded by the ACCU. During Count Brockdorff’s last stay in Japan in the early spring of 2005, he had hoped to meet Prof. Nakayama, but there was no opportunity. He had hoped to try again the next time.
Count Brockdorff's contribution to the project was of inestimable value: he had wide experience and vision, coupled with endurance and persistence. His experience proved to be very helpful when possible obstacles appeared within the administration: he was familiar with the operational workflow within the German Foreign Office and that knowledge was advantageous for the project. 
Since 1964, Count Brockdorff has been active in the upper levels of the Foreign Office. Over the past decades, he has served in diplomatic posts in Columbia, Japan, Austria, Italy, France, Tanzania and India. His greatest achievement was certainly the founding and organizing of the Japanese German Center in Berlin, which was 
established by Helmut Kohl and Yashiro Nakasone in January 1985. Count Brockdorff became the first Secretary General when the Center opened in 1987 in the former Japanese Embassy in the Tiergarten, the old diplomatic quarter in Berlin.
In the following years Count Brockdorff organized many projects, all of which expressed his sympathy for Japan and his wish to strengthen the relations between Japan and Germany. One of his most memorable achievements was to invite several hundred Japanese students to train in German companies during the Expo 2000 in Hanover, a project that coincided with his tenure as President of the German Japanese societies.
We feel truly obliged to follow up the 'German-Japanese Cooperation: DESD-Project', this will keep both alive - mutual understanding and the remembrance of Count Brockdorff. We will honor him in memory of his many achievements. 
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